













































































Summary of Results
Postal Vacancy Survey
Steubenville-Weirton HMA., January 1966

Units Units Percent

Category surveved vacant vacant
Residences 32,414 509 1.6
Apartments 5,276 356 6.7
Total 37,690 865 2.3

Source: FHA Postal Vacancy Survey conducted by collaborating post=-
masters.

It is important to note that the postal vacancy survey data are not
entirely comparable with the data published by the Bureau of the
Census because of differences in definition, area delineations, and
methods of enumeration. The Census reports units and vacancies by
tenure, whereas the postal vacancy survey reports units and vacancies
by type of structure. The Post Office Department defines a "residence"
as a unit representing one stop for one delivery of mail (one mailbox).
These are principally single-family homes, but include row houses and

some duplexes and structures with additional units created by conver-
sion., An "apartment'is a unit on a stop where more than one dellvery

of mail ig possible. Although the postal vacancy survey has obvious
limitations, when used in conjunction with other vacancy indicators the
survey serves a valuable function in the derivation of estimates of local
markeE conditions.

Current Estimate. Based on the results of the postal vacancy survey,
the results of which have been adjusted for coverage and to census
concepts, it is estimated that currently there are approximately 1,200
vacant, nonseasonal, nondilapidated housing units in the HMA available
for sale or rent. This represents a net vacancy ratio of 2.3 percent,
the same as in 1960. Of the available units, 350 are for sale only
and 850 for rent, representing sales and rental vacancy ratios of 1.0
percent and 5.5 percent, respectively, negligible increases since 1960.

The current estimate of available units includes 830 units in the Ohio
portion and 370 in the West Virginia portion. In the Ohio portion,

210 units (a 1.0 percent vacancy ratio) are for sale and 620 units (a
6.1 percent vacancy ratio) are for rent. In the West Virginia portion,
140 units (a .9 percent vacancy ratio) are for sale and 230 units (a
4.3 percent vacancy ratio) are for rent.
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In the cities of Steubenville and Weirton, the sales vacancy rates of
1.1 percent and 1.2 percent, respectively, are slightly higher than

that of the HMA as a whole. 1In Steubenville, where the rental inventory
is large and its condition poorer than in the remainder of the HMA, the
rental vacancy ratio is 7.0 percent, compared to 5.5 percent for the HMA.
A large public housing project was recently completed in Steubenville
which is not yet occupied (although it will be fully occupied soon) and
has, temporarily, added 172 new units to the vacancy count. In contrast
to the high rental vacancy ratio in Steubenville, the rental vacancy
ratio is comparatively low in Weirton (3.8 percent) where the temporary
influx of construction workers has absorbed some of the vacant units.
The number of vacant units and the vacancy ratios for 1960 and 1966 are
indicated for the HMA in the following table; similar data for the sub-
markets are presented in table IX.

Vacant Housing Units
Steubenville-Weirton HMA

1960-1966
Category April 1960 January 1966
Total vacant 2,436 2,500
Available vacant 1,113 1,200
For sale 320 350
Homeowner vacancy ratio 9% 1.0%Z
For rent 793 850
Rental vacancy ratio 5.2% 5.5%
Other vacant 1,323 1,300

Sources: 1960 Census of Housing; 1966 estimated by Housing Market
Analyst.

Of the current number of available vacancies, it is estimated that
approximately 320 sales and 575 rental units have all plumbing facili-
ties and are judged to be competitive. Mpproximately 190 of the sales
units and 390 of the rental units that are vacant and have all plumb-
ing facilities are in the Ohio portion, the remaining 130 sales and
185 rental units are in the West Virginia portion. The current esti-=
mate of available units with all plumbing facilities represent slight
improvements over the proportions similarly classified in 1960, pri-
marily because of the construction of new units and the demolition of
many substandard houses in the 1960-1966 period. The January 1966
estimates of available competitive sales and rental units are only slightly
above the proportions considered representative of a balanced supply-
demand relationship in slow growing areas like the Steubenville-
Weirton HMA.



The Sales Market

General Market Conditiong. MAs indicated by the current sales vacancy
ratio,the record of building permits authorized, and limited data from
the FHA unsold inventory of new sales housing completed in 1965, the
sales market is firm, having experienced very little change since 1960.
The supply of new single family units built each year has kept pace
with the low level of household growth of the area. The small number
of speculatively built homes have been sold readily. The weakest

part of the sales market is the existing house market. Many of the
older houses cannot compete with the newer units with respect to loca-
tion, design, and various other amenities. This is especially true

in the cities of Steubenville and Weirton where there are a

number of vacant, previously occupied, single-family houses.

Subdivision Activity. Subdivision activity in the HMA is confined
largely to the outskirts of the central cities, and there are only

a few areas, such as Dickson Heights and Lawson Estates in the Ohio
portion, and Marland Heights in the West Virginia portion, where

about 10 to 20 sales houses are built annually. The majority of

the houses are pre-sold. The speculatively built units usually are sold
within three months.

Unsold Inventory of New Houses. The rvey of unsold inventory of new
houses conducted in the West Virginia-portion of the HMA as of January
1, 1966, indicates that 52 houses were built in five subdivisions in
which there were five or more completions in 1965, Of these, 33 houses
were pre-sold and 19 were built speculatively. Of those built
speculatively, only three remained unsold as of the survey date. These
had been on the market for less than three months. A total of seven
houses were under construction,of which six were presold.

A previous survey showed that a total of 39 houses was completed in
four subdivisions with five or more completions in 1964. Of these,

30 were pre-sold and nine were built speculatively. Only one of the
speculatively built units was unsold at the time of the survey. Three
units were under construction, two of which were being built specu-
latively. 1In 1963, 24 units were completed in three subdivisions sur=-
veyed. Eighteen units were pre-sold and six were speculative. One
unit remained unsold as of the survey date.

The results of the unsold inventory surveys are summarized in table
XI. These data reveal an upward trend in completions both of pre=
sold and speculative houses. Furthermore, the data show a concen-
tration of houses built to sell for from $20,000 to $30,000. Although
indicative of the price range in the West Virginia portion, the data
should not be used alone as a basis for conclusions about the market
because the sample is small and may not be representative.

1/ Comparable data are not available for the Ohio portion of the HMA.



Rental Market

General Market Conditions. Despite a slight increase in the rental
vacancy ratio from 5.2 percent in 1960 to 5.5 percent currently, the
rental market in the Steubenville-Weirton HMA is firm. As mentioned
under the vacancy discussion, the increase in the rental vacancy ratio
stems primarily from the impact of the 172-unit public housing project
recently completed in Steubenville. The large number of demolitions
and the presence of many construction workers in the area have assisted
in keeping the rental market firm.

There have been very few conventionally-financed rental projeczs con-
taining more than six or eight units built since 1960. The new rental
units are mostly garden-type apartments, renting from $100 to $115

for one-bedroom, and from about $100 to $135 for two-bedroom units.
Local realtors and builders, both in the Ohio and West Virginia portions
of the HMA, report that none of the projects completed recently has had
any marketing difficulties.

Rental Housing Under Construction or Proposed. As indicated by the
postal vacancy survey and the record of building permits issued, there
are approximately 15 multifamily units under construction as of

January 1966. Most of these are in the Ohio portion of the HMA, mainly
in Wintersville. 1In addition to the units under construction currently,
there are proposals to build some 87 rental units in the HMA in the next
six to twelve months. Those include 20 additional units in Wintersville,
12 units planned for the city of Toronto, and some 55 units near Route 22
in Weirton. Rents will be comparable with rents in recently completed
projects.

Urban Renewal and Redevelopment

As of January 1966, there is one urban renewal proposal in the HMA.
This project, The Seuth-Sixth Street Urban Renewal Project (Ohio, R77),
is located in the south-west end of the city of Steubenville and
covers an area of about 10 acres. The project area is bounded roughly
by Slack Street on the north, Fourth Street on the east and south-
east, and Railroad Avenue on the west. MApproximately 200 housing
units will be demolished and approximately 170 families, mainly
renters, will be relocated. The project is in the survey and planning
stage. Gurrent plans call for the construction of 100 units of public
housing in the area. ’




Public Housing

Currently, there are 450 public housing units under management in the
Steubenville-Weirton HMA. All are located in Steubenville. The
Steubenville Metropolitan Housing Authority reports that all the units
are rented, including those in the recently completed 172-unit John

F. Kennedy Apartments although, at the time of the postal vacancy
survey, tenants had not begun to occupy these apartments. The rent
charged is based on total family income and family size. The rent

is approximately 20 percent of income less authorized deductions.

In addition to the units currently under management, there are plans

to construct some 305 public housing units in various parts of the HMA.
Of these, 100 units are planned for the South-8ixth Street urban renewal
pProject in Steubenville, 75 units are planned for Toronto, and 130
units for Weirton. The Steubenville project is in the planning stage,
while property rights are being acquired for the Toronto project. It

is anticipated that the rents and income limits in these two projects
will be the same as in the units now under management. The Weirton
project, whick proposes 90 units for the elderly and 50 low
incqgguuniq§3wis still in the preliminary planning staée.
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Demand for Housing

Quantitative Demand

It is estimated that the number of households in the Steubenville-
Weirton HMA will increase by approximately 350 annually during the
January 1966-January 1968 forecast period. The prospective demand
for new housing units resulting from the increase in households has
been adjusted for the number of housing units expected to be lost
through demolitions, conversions, and other causes. Consideration
also has been given to the current number of vacancies, the present
volume of construction, the anticipated shift in tenure, and the
transfer of single-family units from owner to renter status. Based
on these factors it is estimated that the annual demand for new
privately-owned housing will total 460 units, including 400 sales
and 60 rental units. An additional 15 rental units a year (almost
entirely in the Ohio portion) could be absorbed at the lower rents
which can be achieved through use of public benefits or assistance
in financing or land acquisition. The demand estimates do not
include public low-rent housing or rent-supplement accommodations.

Of the annual demand for 400 sales units, it is estimated that 175
units represent demand in the Ohio portion and 225 units represent
demand in the West Virginia portion. Of the annual demand for 60
rental units approximately 45 units will be in demand in the Ohio
portion and 15 units in the West Virginia portion of the HMA.

Qualitative Demand

Sales Housing. The approximate distribution of the annual demand for
sales housing in the HMA is presented in the following table.

Estimated Annual Demand for New Sales Housing, by Price Class
Steubenville-Weirton HMA
January 1966-January 1968

Ohio West Virginia HMA

Price class portion portion total
$12,000 - $13,999 10 10 20
14,000 - 15,999 15 15 30
16,000 - 17,999 15 15 30
18,000 - 19,999 25 20 45
20,000 - 22,499 35 35 70
22,500 - 24,999 30 45 75
25,000 - 27,499 15 40 55
27,500 - 29,999 15 25 40
30,000 and over _15 _20 35

0 22
Total 175 225 400
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The foregoing distributions differ from these in table XI which reflect
only selected subdivision experience in the West Virginia portion during
the 1963-1965 period. It must be noted that the data for these years

do not include new construction in. subdiwisions with less than five
completions during the year, nor do they reflect individual or contract
construction on scattered lots. It is likely that some of the lower-
value homes are concentrated in the smaller building operations. The
preceding demand estimates reflect all home building and indicate a
greater concentration in some price ranges than the subdivision surveys
reveal.

Rentgl Housing. The annual demand for rental units, at minimum gross
rents (including utilities) achievable in the area, has been estimated

- at 60 units, including 45 units in the Ohio portion and 15 units in the
West Virginia portion. The total number of rental units will be absorbed
best if distributed in the following sizes: five efficiencies, 20 one-
bedroom units, 25 two-bedroom units, and ten three-bedroom units. The
net addition to the rental inventory may be accomplished by either new
construction or rehabilitation,!and should be provided in small structures
of only a few units each at rents close to the minimum achievable rents in
the area. )

At current costs, minimum rents at which privately-owned rental units
can be produced at market interest rate financing are approximately
$80 for an efficiency, $95 or one-bedroom, $115 for a two-bedroom,
and $135 for a three-bedroom apartment.

An additional 15 units annually, mostly one~ and two-bedroom, probably
could be absorbed by the rental market at the lower rents achievable
with below-market-interest-rate financing, exclusive of public low-rent
housing or rent-supplement accommodations. The location factor is of
especial importance in the provision of new units at the lower rent
levels. Families in this user group are not as mobile as those in other
economic segments; they are less able or willing tobreak with estab-
lished social, church, and neighborhood relationships, and proximity to
place of work frequently is a governing consideration in the place of
of residence preferred by families in this group. Thus the utilization
of lower-priced land for new rental housing in out-lying locations to
achieve lower rents may be self defeating unless the existence of a
demand potential is clearly evident.



Table I

Trend of Civilian Work Force Components

Steubenville-Weirton, HMA

Annual averages 1962-1965

Cocmparable months

Components 1962 1963 1964 1965 Dec. 1964 Dec. 1965
Civilian work force 64,100 63,600 64,900 68,500 65,300 68, 200
Unemployment ar 4,200 4,100 2,600 2,500 2,200 2,500

Percent of work forceX 6.6% 6.4% 3.9% 3.6% 3.4% 3.6%
Employment 59,800 59,500 62,300 66,100 63,100 - 65,800
Nonag. wage and salary emp. 53,200 53,200 55,900 59,600 57,000 59,700
All other employment 6,600 6, 300 6,400 6,500 6,100 6,100

a/ Based on unrounded figures.

Note:

Source:

Subtotals may not add to totals because of rounding.

Ohio Bureau of Unemployment Compensation,
Division of Research and Statistics.



Table II

Workers Covered Under Unemployment Compensation Laws
Steubenville-Weirton HMA, 1961-1965
(Annual averages)

: ' HMA total June

Category 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965
Total covered employment 43,673 43,089 42,939 45,172 51,897
Manufacturing 28,934 28,566 28,277 29,527 33,129
Nonmanufacturing 14,739 14,523 14, 662 15,645 18,768
Contract construction 2,212 1,622 1,426 2,140 4,259
Mining & quarrying 1,065 1,125 1,255 1,210 1,202
Trans, comm, & pub, util, 2,427 2,568 2,526 2,464 2,456
“Trade 6,505 6,407 6,491 6,665 7,157
Fin. ins. & real estate 830 874 878 893 952
Services 1,697 1,924 2,073 2,255 2,718
Other 4 4 14 19 24
Ohio portion June

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965
Total covered employment 20,087 19,738 20,157 21,435 22,984
Manufacturing 10,066 9,895 10,130 10,810 11,199
Nommanufacturing 10,021 9,843 10,027 10, 625 11,785
Contract construction 1,170 857 882 1,498 2,444
Mining & quarrying 884 877 978 927 802
Trans. comm. & pub., util. 1,657 1,614 1,641 1,623 1,614
Trade 4,450 4,526 4,497 4,460 4,688
Fin. ins. & real estate 665 671 663 662 672
Services 1,192 1,295 1,356 1,444 1,541
Other 4 4 11 12 24
West Virginia portion June

1961 1962 1963 1964 1965

Total covered employment 23,586 23,351 22,782 23,737 28,913
Manufacturing 18,868 18,671 18,147 18,717 21,930
Nonmanufacturing 4,718 4,680 4,635 5,020 6,983
Contract construction 1,042 765 544 642 1,815
Mining & quarrying 181 248 277 283 400
Trans, comm. & pub, util, 770 954 885 841 842
Trade 2,055 1,881 1,994 2,205 2,469
Fin. ins. & real estate 165 203 215 231 280
Services 505 629 717 811 1,177

Other 0 0 3 7 0

Note: Subtotals may not add to totals because of rounding.

Sources: Division of Research and Statistics, Ohio Bureau of Unemployment
Compensation; West Virginia Department of Employment Security.



Annual family

income
Under $3,000
$3,000 ~ 3,999
4,000 - 4,999
5,000 - 5,999
6,000 - 6,999
7,000 - 7,999
8,000 - 8,999
9,000 - 9,999
10,000 - 12,499
12,500 and over
Total
Median
Source:

Table III

Estimated Percentage Distribution of Families by Annual Income

After Deduction of Federal Income Tax

Steubenville-Weirton HMA

1966 and 1968

HMA total Ohio portion

1966 1968 1966 1968
All Tenant All Tenant All Tenant All Tenant
.10 16 10 15 12 18 12 17
6 8 5 8 7 9 6 8
8 11 7 9 9 12 8 .12
11 12 10 11 12 14 i1 12
12 13 11 12 13 15 12 15
11 13 10 13 12 12 12 12
10 9 10 10 10 6 10 8
9 5 10 7 7 4 8 5
12 8 14 9 10 7 11 8
1 5 _13 6 _8 _3 10 _3
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
$7,275 6,250 7,725 6,625 6,750 5,800 7,050 6,050

Estimated by Housing Market Analyst.

West Virginia portion
1966 1968
All Tenant All Tenant

8 13 7 12
4 7 4 7
8 9 7 9
8 12 8 10
11 11 10 9
11 13 9 - 12
11 12 10 12
10 7 10 9
15 10 18 12
14 6 _17 8
100 100 100 100

$8,000 6,875 6,475 7,275



Table IV

Population Trends
Steubenville~Weirton HMA
April 1, 1950-January 1, 1966

Average annual change

April April January 1950 -1960 a/ 1960-1966 a/

Area 1950 1960 1966 Number Rate Number Rate™
HMA total 157,787 167,756 174,100 997 6 1,100 o7
Ohio portion 96,495 99,201 102,200 271 .3 520 .o
Steubenville 35,872 32,495 33,300 -337 - .9 140 o)
Remainder of Ohio portion 60,623 66,706 68,900 608 .Y 380 .6
West Virginia portion 61,292 68,555 71,900 726 1.1 580 .9
Weirton 24,005 28,201 30,250 419 1.6 355 1.3
Remainder of West Virginia portion 37,287 40,354 41,650 307 .8 225 .6

a/ Derived through the use of a formula designed to calculate the rate of change on
a compound basis,

Sources: 1950 and 1960 Censuses of Population; 1966 estimated by Housing Market
Analyst. :



Table V

Trends in Number and Size of Households
Steubenville-Weirton HMA
April 1950-January 1966

Number of households Average annual change Persons per‘household
April  April  January 1950-1960 1960-1Y66 April April  January

Area 1950 _1960 _1966 Number Rate # Number Rated _1950 1960 _1966
HMA total 43,228 48,193 50,350 497 1,0 37 =8 3.60 3.44 3.42
Ohio portion 26,805 29,001 30,050 220 .8 180 i 3.55 3.39 3,37
Steubenville 10,321 10,190 10,550 -13 -.1 60 o7 3.39 3.13 3.10
Rest of Ohio portion 16,484 18,811 19,500 233 3 120 . 3.65 3.53 3.52
West Virginia portion 16,423 19,192 20,300 277 1.6 195 1.0 3.67 3,52 3.49
Weirton _ 6,365 7,923 8,600 156 2,2 120 1.5 3.14 3.54 3.50
Rest of West Virginia 10,058 11,269 11,700 121 1.1 75 o7 3.63 3,51 3.49

portion

a/ Derived through the use of a formula designed to calculate the rate of change on a
compound basis.

Sources: 1950 and 1960 Census of Housing; 1966 estimated by Housing Market Analyst.



Tabie VI

Housing Inventory, Tenure, and Total Vacant Units
Steubenville-Weirton HMA

1Y50-1966
Ohio portion West Virginia portion
Steubenville Rest of Total Weirton Rest of Total HMA
Occupancy and tenure City Ohio portion Ohio portion City W, Va. portion W, Va. portion total
April 1, 1950
Total housing inventory 10,491 17,047 27,538 6,438 10,314 16,752 44,290
Total occupied 10,321 16,484 26,805 6,365 10,058 16,423 43,228
Owner occupied 4,750 10,807 15,557 3,949 6,202 10,151 25,708
Percent ot all occupied 46,07 65.6% 58.0% 62.0% 6l.7% 61.8 59.5%
Renter occupied 5,571 5,677 11,248 2,416 3,856 6,272 17,520
Percent of all occupied 54,0% 34.4% 42 .0% 38.0% 38.3% 38.2% 40,5%
Total vacant 170 563 733 °73 256 329 1,062
April 1, 1960
Total housing inventory 10,714 19,941 30,655 8,187 11,787 19,974 50,629
Total occupied 10,190 18,811 29,001 7,923 11,269 19,192 48,193
Owner occupied 5,311 14,461 19,772 5,880 8,175 14,055 33,827
Percent of all occupied 52,1% 76.9% 68.2% 74.2% 12.,5% 73.2% 70.2%
Renter occupied 4,8/19 4,350 9,229 2,043 3,094 5,13/ 14,366
Percent of all occupied - 47.9% 23,1% 3L.8% 25,8% 2/.5% 26,8% 29.8%
Total vacant 524 1,130 1,654 264 518 782 2,436
January 1, 1966
Total housing inventory 11,150 20,650 31,800 8,850 12,200 21,050 52,850
Total occupied 10,550 19,500 30,050 8,600 11,700 20,300 50,350
Owner occupied 5,400 15,150 20,550 6,475 8,675 15,150 35,700
Percent of all occupied 51.2% 77.7% 68.4% 75.3% 74.1% - T74.6% 70.9%
Renter occupied 5,150 4,350 9,500 2,125 3,025 5,150 14,6050
Percent of all occupied 48.8% 22.3% 31.6% 24.7% 25.9% 25.4% 29.1%
Total vacant 600 1,150 1,750 250 500 750 2,500

Sources: 1950 and 1Y60 Censuses of Housing; 1966 estimated by Housing Market Analyst.



Table VII

Housing Inventory by Units in Structure
Steubenville-~Weirton HMA

1960-1966
HMA total
Units in April January Percent of total
structure 1960 1966 1960 1966
a/
One unit 44,868 46,750 88.6 88.4
Two units 3,052 3,100 6.0 5.9
Three or more units 2,709 3,000 5.4 5.7
Total 50,629 52,850 100.0 100.0
Ohio portion
April January Percent of total
1960 1966 1960 1966
a/
One unit 26,715 27,550 87.1 86.6
Two units 1,993 2,000 6.5 6.3
Three or more units 1,947 2,250 6.4 7.1
Total 30,655 31,800 100.0 100.0
West Virginia portion
April January Percent of total
1960 1966 1960 1966
a/
One unit 18,153 19,200 90.9 91.2
Two units 1,059 1,100 5.3 5.2
Three or more units 762 750 3.8 3.6
Total 19,974 21,050 100.0 100.0

a/ Includes trailers.

Sources: 1960 Census of Housing; 1966 estimated by Housing Market
Analyst,



Housing Units Authorized by Building Permits

Table VIII

Area
HMA total

Ohio portion
Steubenville City
Wintersville Village
Mingo Junction Village
Toronto City
Remainder of Ohio portion

West Virginia portion
Weirton

Remainder of West Virginia portion

Steubenville-Weirton HMA

1960-1965

Total

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965  1960-1965
4772 313 370 7208 61 389 2,630
270 154 167 545 203 174 1,513
212 56 68 468 120 80 1,004
24 43 32 31 48 62 240
19 37 55 29 26 26 192
6 13 7 12 7 6 51
9 5 5 5 2 0 26
207 159 203 175 158 215 1,117
203 147 184 118 105 76 833
4 12 19 57 53 139 284

a/ 1Includes 126 and 200 public housing units approved for Steubenville in 1960 and 1963, respectively.

Sources: Bureau of the Census, C-40 Construction reports; and local permit—issuing offices.



Vacant housing units

April 1, 1950

Total vacant

Available vacant
For sale

Homeowner vacancy rate
For rent

Rental vacancy rate

Other vacant
April 1, 1960
Total vacant
Available vacant
For sale
Homeowner vacancy rate
For rent
Rental vacancy rate

Other vacant

January 1, 1966

Total vacant

Available vacant
For sale
Homeowner vacancy rate
For rent
Rental vacancy rate

Other vacant

Tabie IX

Trend of Vacancy

Steubenvilile-Weirton HMA

1950-1966
Ohio portion West Virginia portion
Steubenville Rest of Total Weirton Rest of Total HMA
City Ohio portion Ohio portion City W, Va. portion W, Va. portion total
170 563 33 73 256 329 1,062
56 9 155 26 61 87 © 242
14 47 61 14 26 40 101
3% 4% L47% .47 4% 4% 47,
42 52 94 12 35 47 141
7% . 9% .8% .5% .9% 7% .8%
114 464 578 47 195 242 820
524 1,130 1.654 264 18 82 2,436
60 364 72 176 213 389 1,113
31 126 157 80 83 163 320
.67 .9% .8% 1.3% 1.0% 1.1% .9%
329 238 567 96 130 226 793
6.3% 5.2% 5.8% 4.5% 4.0% 4,27 5.2%
164 766 930 88 305 393 1,323
600 1,150 1,750 250 500 750 2,500
450 380 830 165 205 370 1,200
60 150 210 80 60 140 350
1.1% 1.0% 1.0% 1.2% 1% .9% 1.0%
390 230 620 85 145 ~230 850
7.0% 5.0% 6.1% 3.8% 4, 6% 4.3% 5.5%
150 770 920 85 295 380 1,300

Sources: 1950 and 1960 Censuses of Housing; 1966 estimated by Housing Market Analyst.



Table X

Steubenville-Weirton, Ohio-West Virginia, Area Postal Vacancy Survey

January 18-31, 1966

Total residences and apartments : Residences Apartments House trailers

Total possible Vacant units Under Total possible Vacant units Under Total possible Vacant nml.s : Under —]olal.pns.slbh < acant _

Postal area deliveries All [ Used New const. deliveries All % _Used New const. deliveries All % Used New consl. deliveries 0. ¢
The Survey Area Total 37,690 865 2.3 636 229 166 32,414 509 1.6 458 51 152 5,276 356 6.7 178 178 14 589 36 6.1
Steubenville, Ohio 13,710 471 3.4 274 197 75 9,834 191 1.9 172 19 63 3,876 280 7.2 102 178 12 126 12 9.5
Main Office 9,936 432 4.3 250 182 39 6,351 165 2.6 155 10 36 3,585 267 7.4 95 172 3 50 - -
Wintersville Branch 3,167 37 1.2 22 15 27 2,876 24 0.8 15 9 18 291 13 4.5 7 6 9 65 1 1.5
Annex Station 607 2 0.3 2 - 9 607 2 0.3 2 9 - - - - - - 11 11 100.0
Weirton, W, Va. 8,493 162 1.9 152 10 42 7,880 123 1.6 113 10 40 613 39 6.4 39 - 2 67 1 1.5

Main Office 5,509 140 2.5 132 8 40 5,186 103 2.0 95 8 38 323 37 11.5 37 - 2 67 1 1.
Cove Station 2,984 22 0.7 20 2 2 2,694 20 0.7 18 2 2 290 2 0.7 2 - - - - -
Other Cities and Towns 15,487 232 1.5 210 22 49 14,700 195 1.3 173 22 49 187 37 4.7 37 - = 396 23 5.8

Ohio Portion 7,846 110 1.4 98 12 23 7,434 89 1.2 77 12 23 412 21 5.1 21 - - 30 6 2.0
Brilliant 698 3 0.4 3 - 2, 692 3 0.4 3 - 2 6 - - - - - 33 - -
Mingo Juaction 2,427 28 1.2 26 2 9 2,238 22 1.0 20 2 9 189 6 3.2 6 - - 46 - -
Tiltonsville 721 7 1.0 7 - - 715 7 1.0 7 - - 6 - - - - - - - -
Toronto 3,427 60 1.8 50 10 10 3,319 47 1.4 37 10 10 108 13 12.0 13 - - 224 6 2.7
Yorkville 573 12 2.1 12 - 2 470 10 2.1 10 2 103 2 1.9 - - -

West Virginia portion 7,641 122 1.6 112 10 26 7,266 106 1.5 96 10 26 375 16 4.3 16 = - 93 17 18.3
Chester 1,782 18 1.0 17 1 2 1,733 14 0.8 13 1 2 49 4 8.2 4 - - 14 14 100.0
Follansbee 2,431 38 1.6 30 8 17 2,229 36 1.6 28 8 17 202 2 1.0 2 - - 32 - -
Newell 604 16 2.6 15 1 - 520 13 2.5 12 1 - 84 3 3.6 3 - - 15 3 20.0
Wellsburg 2,824 50 1.8 50 - 7 2,784 43 1.5 43 - 7 40 7 17.5 7 - - 32 - -
The survey covers dwelling units in residences, apartments, and house trailers, including military, institutional, public housing units, and units used only seasonally. The survey does not cover stores, offices, commercial hotels and motels, or

dormitories; nor does it cover boarded-up residences or apartments that are not intended for occupancy.

The definitions of *‘residence’ and “‘apartment’” are those of the Post Office Department, i. e.: a residence represents one possible stop with one possible delivery on a carrier’s route; an apartment represents one possible stop with more than

one possible delivery.

Source: FHA postal vacancy survey conducted by collaborating postmaster (s).



Table XI

Houses Completed in Selected Subdivisions, by Price Class

Weirton, West Virginia, Area

1963-1965
Speculative houses
Total completions Presold Total Unsold

Sales price 1963 1964 1965 1963 1964 1965 1963 1964 1965 1963 1964 1965
$12,500 - $14,999 4 0 5 3 0 3 1 0 2 1 0 0
15,000 - 17,499 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
17,500 - 19,999 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0]
20,000 - 24,999 14 19 21 11 15 16 3 4 5 0 0 0
25,000 - 29,999 6 18 24 4 14 13 2 4 11 0 1 2
30,000 - 34,999 o o 2 o0 © 1 o o 1 -0 o _1
Total 24 39 52 18 30 33 6 9 19 1 1 3

Source: Federal Housing Administration.
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FEDERAL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION

Washington, D. C. 20411

FHA INFORMATION 382-4693

FOR RELEASE FRIDAY MC-FHA-MA-66-2
AUGUST 19, 1966 Poston

The Federal Housing Administration today released its analysis of the
Steubenville, Ohio - Weirton, West Virginia, housing market. The housing
market includes Jefferson County in Ohio, and Brooke and Hancock Counties
in West Virginia. Demand for new housing is estimated at 360 units a year
for the two years dating from Jamuary 1966. The yearly total includes 300
sales and 60 rental units., An additional 15 privately-owned rental units a

year probably could be absorbed at the lower rents associated with public

benefits or assistance financing.

The Jarnuary 1966 vacancy report suggests a balanced market. At that
time there were about 1,200 available, vacant, nonseasonal, nondilapidated
housing units, About 350 units were for sale and 850 units were for rent.
These are vacancy ratios of 1.0 percent for sales and 5.5 percent for rentals.,

Building volume has fluctuated since 1960, with the major portion of
activity in single-family structures. In January 1966, there were about 7
52,850 housing units, New construction provided about 3,230 units since 1960,
and includes 2,630 units authorized by building permits and 600 built where
permits are not issued. The number of permits issued varied from a low of 313
in 1961 to a high of 720 in 1963. In January 1966, about 170 units were being
built with about 155 of them in single-family structures.

Figures for employment and unemployment reflect an improved economy since
1962, However, employment gains in the manufacturing-based economy are expected
to fall below gains of the recent past years. Yearly gains during January
1966-January 1968 are forecast at 1,000 jobs a year. As of December 1965,
nonagricultural wage and salary employment totaled 59,700 jobs. For the year
1965, such employment averaged 59,600, twelve percent higher than in 1962, In
1965, unemployment averaged 3.6 percent of the work force, down significantly
from the 1962 level of 6,6 percent,
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Rises are predicted for family incomes. In Jamnuary 1966, the median yearly
income of all families, after the deduction of federal income tax, was about
$7,275, For tenmant families it was about $6,250. By 1968, figures are expected
to increase to $7,725 and $6,625, respectively.

The rates of increase in population and the number of households are expected
to be slightly lower than the rates during 1960-1966. In Jamuary 1966, the pop-
ulation was estimated at 174,100. This is an increase of about 1,100 a year since
1960, Gains are projected at 950 for each of the two forecast years. In January
1966, households totaled about 50,350. This is an increase of about 375 a year
since 1960, Households are expected to increase by about 350 a year during the
danuary 1966-January 1968 forecast period.

Requests for copies of the analysis should be directed to Mr. Willlam H.
Hackman, Director, Federal Housing Administration, Stouffer Building, 1375
Euclid Avemme, Cleveland, Chio 44115, or to Mr. James F, Haught, Director,
Federal Housing Administration, New Federal Office Building, 500 Quarrier
Street, Charleston, West Virginia 25301.
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